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Summary of 2018 Conference Assembly Minutes

Friday, November 2, 2018

Joint Worship Service
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  

The combined worship service opened with 
a reflection on the history of Franconia and 
Eastern District conferences, after which 
representatives from the churches shared 
symbols of their congregations.  Steve Kriss 
welcomed new congregations and congregations 
which are exploring membership in the 
Franconia conference, and Tami Good and 
the worship team led multilingual singing and 
prayer.  There was a skit portraying the two 
conferences as being in a “dating relationship”, 
after which the Souderton Mennonite Church 
Choir sang the “Compassion Hymn”.  The 
moderators from both conferences shared 
and received forgiveness for past injuries, and 
we closed the evening with more worship, a 
reflection by Scott Roth and a time of 
reconciliation where stations were set up for 
participants to lay down what was on our hearts. 
The evening concluded with an ice cream social.

Saturday, November 3, 2018

United Franconia and Eastern District 
Conference Business Session
9:00 am – 10:30 am

The Moderators welcomed the group, and 
Scott Roth and Steve Kriss led table 
groups in communion. Reconciliation Team 
representatives Mike Clemmer and Sherri 
Binder shared reflections on the work of the 
team over the last year.  The “Digging Deeper” 

topics for the day were introduced and table 
groups discussed questions and comments 
around conference structure differences.

Joint Worship Session
10:30 am – 11:30 am

Tami Good and the worship team lead in 
singing and prayer, and Scott Roth and Steve 
Kriss both shared.  A video honored those who 
passed away over the past year:  Ralph Malin, 
Norman Geissinger and William Brunk.

Steve Kriss introduced those joining our 
ranks as credentialed leaders. Those receiving a 
License toward Ordination:

• Kyle Rogers (Franconia)
• Hendy Stevan (Indonesian Light)  
• Steve Wilburn (Covenant)  

Those who were ordained in 2018:

• Bill Martin (Towamencin) 
• Penny Naugle (Community at Rockhill)
• Paula Stoltzfus (Plains, ministering at 

Park View MC, Virginia Conference)
• Samuel Charles (Solidarity & 

Harmony)

Mary Nitzsche and Scott Roth led the group 
in anointing the new leaders for healing, blessing 
and empowerment, after which the new leaders 
then anointed those who wished it.

Following lunch, attendees broke out into 
Digging Deeper Sessions—an opportunity to ask 
questions about differences in EDC and FMC in 
smaller group settings.  Topics were held twice 
and included:
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Action 1

To accept the minutes of the 2017 
Franconia Mennonite Conference 
Assembly.

Delegates to the 2018 Conference Assembly 
took the following actions:

List of Actions

Action 2

To affirm the membership of San 
Francisco Chinese Mennonite Church 
into the Conference body. 

Action 3

To affirm the following Conference 
Board and Committee members: Angela 
Moyer, as Conference Board Assistant 
Moderator; Cory Longacre, Conference 
Board Member-at-Large; Kiron Mateti, 
Conference Board Member-at-Large.

Summary of 2018 Conference Assembly 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Janet 
Panning. To see the full minutes from 
Conference Assembly 2018, go to:

 edc-fmc.org/assembly.

• Board Structure
• Spring Assembly
• Delegate Representation
• Business of the Conference
• Onboarding of New Congregations
• Credentialed Leaders
• Oversight of the Church
• Conference-Related Ministries

Franconia Conference Business Session 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm

After a song, the Minutes from 2017 were 
unanimously affirmed. Steve Kriss introduced 
San Francisco Chinese Mennonite Church as 
a congregation that wished to join Franconia 
Conference.  Aldo Sihaan shared about his trip 
to meet with Pastor Joshua So and his wife 
Anita of the San Francisco Chinese Mennonite 
Church. DECISION:  The delegates unanimously 
approved the membership of the San Francisco 
Chinese Mennonite Church to join Franconia 
Mennonite Conference.  Pastor Joshua shared 
his thanks.

The Delegates affirmed the following new board 
members for Franconia Mennonite Conference:

• Angela Moyer, as Conference Board 
Member-at-Large

• Cory Longacre, Conference Board 
Member-at-Large

• Kiron Mateti, Conference Board 
Member-at-Large

Steve Kriss shared information about the 
FMC’s Missional Grant Funds. John Goshow 
asked the group to nominate persons that might 
replace him as Conference Moderator. Carlos 
Martinez-Garcia of CIEAMM (a conference 
Partner in Ministry) brought greetings and 
shared. John Goshow announced that Paula 
Marolewski and Jim King will be leaving the 
board, and expressed his thanks to them. We 
closed in a song and were dismissed.


