
God’s call 

to 

THE CHURCH



THIS WE BELIEVE AS GOD’S PEOPLE

… that God has a reconciling plan 

in Jesus Christ

� The plan is COSMIC (Col. 1:15-20)

� The plan is PERSONAL (Rom. 5:1)

� The plan is SOCIAL (Eph. 2:13-18)

� The plan is INVITATIONAL (2 Cor. 5:17-20)



God’s 

plan 

is 

COSMIC

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 

in Christ, and through him to reconcile to himself 

all things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, 

shed on the cross (Col. 1:20).



God’s plan is PERSONAL
Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1).



God’s plan is SOCIAL

For Christ himself is our peace, who has made two 

groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 

dividing wall of hostility � He came and preached 

peace to you who were far away and peace to those 

who were near. For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit (Eph. 2:13,18).



God’s Plan is Invitational
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation � We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors. (2 Cor. 5:17, 18, 20).

The Church as 

Model and Messenger

of God’s cosmic plan



Prairie Street Mennonite Church,

Elkhart, Ind.







NAVIGATING DIVERSITY
Some of our key challenges, 

both within the community 

and within the church

• Formally educated and little schooling

• Relatively wealthy and financially struggling

• English speakers and Spanish speakers

• “Cradle” Mennonites and new believers

• Presb., Bapt., Cath., Pent., unchurched

• Elders and children 

• Drive-ins and locals

• Married and singles

• Divided neighborhood in thirds—white, black, Mexican







Third Grade

Hawthorne Elementary School

(Elkhart, Ind.)

2015-2016



Your turn!
Tell two stories  

about the missional 

journey of your 

congregation:

• One experiment you 

are trying or one 

successful adventure 

that you think might 

inspire others. 

• One challenge or 

obstacle you a facing, 

or maybe a failure you 

would like to do over.



God’s call 

to 

EACH OF US



Five things 

shaping you 

to become an

ambassador 

of reconciliation



Spiritual gifts



Spiritual gifts

Heart passion



Spiritual gifts

Heart passion

Abilities



Spiritual gifts

Heart passion

Abilities

Personality



Spiritual gifts

Heart passion

Abilities

Personality

Experiences



Your turn!

Describe how God is 

SHAPING you for 

missional faithfulness:

• Spiritual gifts

• Heart passion

• Abilities

• Personality

• Experience


