
 
 
To the delegates and credentialed persons of Franconia Mennonite Conference, 

On January 6, 2014 Ervin Stutzman, the Executive Director of Mennonite Church USA sent an email to Executive 

Conference ministers and area conference moderators calling us “to prayer following two recent news 

announcements which have stirred up tension across our church”. I attach this letter for your review and join Ervin 

in calling the delegates and credentialed persons of Franconia Mennonite Conference to prayer at this time. 

"Homosexuality has proven to be one of the most contentious and difficult issues the Mennonite Church has faced 

in recent years". The recent decision by the First Mennonite Church in Denver has added to the concern that many 

people have about the direction of MCUSA and of Franconia Mennonite Conference. But, the teachings of MCUSA 

and of Franconia Conference have not changed. The MCUSA Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective 

adopted in 1995 says, "We believe that God intends marriage to be a covenant between one man and one woman 

for life. ... sexual union takes place only within the marriage relationship'. In 2001 the Mennonite general assembly 

meeting in Nashville approved membership guidelines (attached) which contains a section called "Clarification of 

Some Issues Related to Homosexuality”. I have attached this document for your review which clearly states the 

teaching position on homosexuality. Both the Confession of Faith and the membership guidelines are the official 

position of Franconia Mennonite Conference. 

Page four of the membership guidelines document contains a list of commitments and I suspect that most 

Mennonite Christians would agree with just about all of the commitments. The commitment that says "We hold the 

Saskatoon and Purdue statements calling for the church to be in dialogue with those who hold differing views to be 

the teaching position of Mennonite Church USA" though has largely been abandoned. It would seem like some 

believe that holding to this commitment is somehow seen as a sign of lack of commitment to the church's position. 

At our annual conference assembly in November, 2013 the Franconia Conference board presented a descriptive 

statement which acknowledged the diverse nature of Franconia Conference and called the delegates of our 

conference to discussion. We were describing the reality of our situation and asking you, the official Franconia 

Conference representatives, to discern together how God’s spirit is shaping our future together. 

I believe our position, stated above, is clear. I also believe that following the teachings of Mennonite Church USA 

means taking seriously the commitment to be in dialogue with those who hold differing views. 

Our next opportunity to participate in a relational process to discern God's will for Franconia Conference will occur 

on February 8, when once again we will invite you to participate in dialogue and discernment. We are Franconia 

Conference. Let us strive together to discern God’s will for us at this time. 

John Goshow, Moderator of Franconia Mennonite Conference 


