
Congregations Seeking Membership 
With Franconia Conference

At the 2017 Conference Assembly, to be held November 3-4, four congregations 
are requesting to formally join Franconia Conference. Three comprise a cluster 
from California and one is from New York City. Below is an assortment of facts, 

figures, and tidbits to help you get to know them a little better as delegates prepare 
to vote on welcoming them as part of the conference community.

Who: International Worship Church (IWC), pastored by Buddy Hannarto

Where: 6868 North San Gabriel Blvd., San Gabriel, CA 91775

What: Church Services are held on Sundays at 10:30 am in English and at noon is an Indo-
nesian Service and Sunday School. On Wednesdays at 8 pm a prayer meeting is held at the 
church building. The worship team has practice on Saturdays at 5 pm. 

Mission/Vision of the Congregation:The Vision of International Worship Church is to become 
a congregation characterized by Christ and impacting families and communities so Christ’s 
redemptive purposes can be accomplished in the world. The Mission of International Worship 
Church is to turn people into fully devoted followers pleasing to Jesus Christ.

Challenges: Raising funds for a church building.The congregation has experienced
several moves since they formed in May of 1997 in a congr-
gant’s home. All of these moves have been due to outgrowing 
the space they were in. Currently the congregation meets in the 
facility of Trinity Lutheran Church at San Gabriel; however with 
over 150 people regularly attending services they are actively 
working to raise funds to purchase their own facility. 

What you should know about the church: International Wor-
ship Church is primarily an immigrant church but also has mem-
bers from multi-cultural backgrounds.
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Congregational Profiles Continued... 

Who: Jemaat Kristen Indonesia Anugerah (JKIA or Grace 
Indonesian Christian Fellowship), pastored by Virgo Han-
dojo and Stephen Zacheus

Where: 191 West Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Madre, CA 
91024

What: Services are held Sundays from 2:30-4:30 pm and 
include singing, a time for announcements, offering and 
a sermon. During the sermon time the youth break out to 
a session held in English and the children attend Sunday 
School sessions. Dinner is served immediately following 
the service, 

The last Sunday of each month the service is done in En-
glish and Holy Communion is taken. There is also a time 
for birthday celebrations including prayer and cake.  

A Ladies Fellowship is held after the Sunday Service on the 1st Sunday of each month and a 
home prayer meeting held every other Friday night.

Mission/Vision of the Congregation: The Congregation finds thier mission in the Great Com-
mandment (Matthew 22:37) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) to love God with all 
our hearts and souls and to make disciples of all nations. Their vision is, “Every Member is a Min-
ister,” as they train and encourage every member (children, youth, and adult) to serve.

Challenges: Many ministries struggle with not having enough workers. Leaders have multiple 
roles/ministries. Currently, the congregation is facing a challenge with recruiting and training Sun-
day School Teachers.

What you should know about the church: Each year they have a church theme. The theme for 
2017 is “Unity and Maturity in Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13). The congregation started on Septem-
ber 19, 1992 and celebrates their 25th anniversary this year. In commemoration of this celebra-
tion, the church has a goal to do at least 25 good deeds that would benefit internal and external 
communities.
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Who: Indonesian Community Christian Fellowship, 
pastored by Makmur Halim

Where: 1301 North Rancho Ave., Colton, CA 92324 
Located in the midst of a large Indonesian population.

What: Services are held on Sundays at 5 pm with a 
contemporary worship style. 

Mission/Vision of the Congregation: Reaching the In-
donesians and preparing the Church for mission through 
discipleship. 

Challenges: Most of the members are traditional Chris-
tians needing discipleship to grow and mature in Christ. 

What you should know about the church: The congre-
gation is largely from the Batak tribe in Indonesia and con-
gregants come from a very traditional church background 
in Indonesia. 

Congregational Profiles Continued... 
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Who: Bethany Elshaddai Creative Community, pastored by Hendy 
Stevan Matahelemual

Where: 3904 61st Street, Woodside, NY in a building that belongs 
to St. Paul Episcopal Church 

What:  Services are held on Sundays at 9 am in Indonesian. Small 
group meetings are held in the middle of the week. They are called 
cell groups and usually divided by age and held at the church 
building or in family homes. This is a time for people to be discipled 
personally, exchange their thoughts, pray for one another, study 
and discuss the word of God as a community.  

Congregational Profiles Continued... 

Bethany Elshaddai Creative Community is committed to equip the congregation so they can have a 
strong character in Christ, a strong marriage, excellent working attitudes with Kingdom values, and 
significant impact in their families, workplaces, business, cities and countries.  

Mission/Vision of the Congregation: Their mission is to be a home for generations from all nations, 
to know and to love God, to be discipled with the character of Christ and to serve God and people in 
creative ways. They believe everyone should serve the body of Christ according to their own gift and 
talents, and the church should be a training ground that prepares the congregation to be able to work 
maximally in the marketplace.

Challenges: Living in New York City, the church needs to influence the society and not the other way 
around; to become a beacon of peace, reconciliation and hope in the city; to introduce Jesus as the 
only solution; to reach the unreachable people; and to disciple them in Kingdom values and not world-
ly values; working to minimize generation gaps between parents and children, especially in immigrant 
families. 

What people should know: The congregation is primarily Indonesian and the worship gathering pri-
marily in Indonesian, but they are working to have more English in their worship to be able to be more 
acessible to young people in their community. The congregation currently consists of about 70 people 
on Sunday mornings. 
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